this criminal resembled that of the Sieur de Bouchage, who
was then lying dangerously ill; it was much to be desired for
his sake that the inside of a living man should be inspected,
and no better subject could have occurred than this franc-
archer who was under sentence of death. This application
was made at the instance of Germaine Colot, a practitioner
who had learned his art under one of the Norsini, a Milanese
family of itinerant surgeons, celebrated during several
generations for their skill in lithotomy. Whether the crimi-
nal had his option of being hanged, or opened alive, is not
stated; but Monstrelet, by whom the fact is recorded, says
that permission was granted, that the surgeons and phys-
icians opened him, inspected his bowels, replaced them, and
then sewed him up; that the utmost care was taken of him
by the King's orders, that in the course of fifteen days he
was perfectly cured, and that he was not only pardoned but
had a sum of money given him. To such means were the
members of this profession driven, because anatomy was
virtually if not formally prohibited.
A much worse example occurred when the French King
Henry II was mortally wounded in tilting with Mont-
gomery. It is stated by most historians, that a splinter from
Montgomery's spear entered the King's visor and pierced
his eye; but Vincent Carloix, who probably was present, and
if not, had certainly the best means of information, shows
that this is altogether an erroneous statement. He says that
when the Scot had broken his spear upon the King, instead
of immediately throwing away the truncheon, as he ought to
have done, he rode on holding it couched; the consequence
of this inadvertence was, that it struck the King's visor,
forced it up, and ran into his eye. His words are these,
ayans tons deux fort valeureusement couru et rompu (Tune
grande dextSrite et adresse leurs lances, ce mal-habile Lorges
nejectapas, selon Vordinaire coustume, le trousse qui demoura
en la main la lance rompue; mats leporta tousjoursbaisse, et en
courant) rencontra la teste du Roy, du quel il donna droit dedans
la visiere qui le coup haulsa, et luy creva un veil.
The accuracy of this account happens to be of some
importance, because the course which the King's surgeons
pursued in consequence illustrates the state of surgery at
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